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It was one peaceful 
night when Iris, a 

28-year-old architect, 
lost her younger sister 

Nicole to a kidnapping 
syndicate, which developed 

her PTSD and hallucinations. One day, her 
ex-lover Job called her for a restoration job 
in Saga, Japan. It was for Riku Watanabe’s 
century old house in Karatsu, Saga. She 
agreed and flew right away. Riku introduced 
Iris and Job to his six year old son Aki. Iris 
also met the intern Len, a Filipina student.

As soon as they started working, Iris 
began to experience hauntings in the 
house, particularly of angry looking yureis. 
Job dismissed it saying it might be her 
hallucinations, resulted by her trauma 
and her stopped medication. Though she 
agreed, Iris still thinks there is something 
wrong with the house. She kept convincing 
herself that she needed the job and the 
peace of mind. Her suspicions grew when 
Fumio, one of the local workers, told her 
about Hitobashira, or the act of human 
sacrifice.

This structure, with a 
nostalgic atmosphere, 

was built in 1943 as a 
private school. It was also 

a school for Chinese students 
who wished to study in Japan, 
although it was short lived. 

Behind it is a forest of dead trees 
where several scenes in the movie, 
such as the ritual of the “human 
sacrifice,” was shot.

This is the old residence of 
the Maeda clan, who served 

as village officials in the Edo 
period (1603-1868) in the 

province of Imari. The mansion 
built in the late Edo period has 

retained its original structure. The total 
lot area is approximately 3,306 square 
meters. In autumn, red leaves can be 
enjoyed here. 

In the movie, a series of strange 
happenings occur in the house.

The Maeda 
Residence 
“Kushiya”
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The park hosts the Yoshinogari ruins, 
Japan’s largest ancient village from 
the Yayoi period (3 c BC to AD 3 c). 
Watchtowers, pit dwelling houses, and 
raised-floor storehouses were restored 
to allow visitors to experience the 
atmosphere of the Yayoi period. 

In the movie, the unique 
ambiance brought about by the 
mannequins that resemble the 
people from the Yayoi period 
provides an accent to the story.

A world-renowned lift bridge over the 
Chikugo River. The parks located nearby 
are known as the perfect place to view 
the magnificent sky during sunset. And 
at night, the illumination of the bridge 
brings a fascinating reflection over the 

Chikugo River.

A large Japanese Judas tree in 
the woods. It’s said to be the 

second largest tree in Japan 
and it’s overwhelming presence 

absorbs viewers’ attention.

A scene from the past, a clue on how the 
“human sacrifice” began, was filmed here.

The festival of the Karatsu Shrine is 
held every year from November 2 to 4. It 
attracts many visitors from in and out of 
Saga, as well as tourists from abroad.

Scenes of colorful lacquered festival floats 
touring around town with float pullers 
calling “Enya, Enya,” and “Yoisa, 
Yoisa,” is  spectacular. Iris and 
other cast members were 
overwhelmed by the scene.

Karatsu 
Kunchi 

Festival

Chikugo 
River Lift 

Bridge

Yoshinogari 
Historical 

Park
Giant 

Japanese 
Judas tree of 

Shimoose
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“Sansui” is one of the hot 
spring bath inns found in the 

Furuyu Onsen (hot spring) town 
known for its warmth of wood. 

Visitors could fully enjoy the unique 
“lukewarm” hot spring experience here. 
A large bath good for families is available 
while a day trip package is also available 
and popular. Cakes and juice carefully 
prepared by the landlady is available at 
the “Wa Cafe.”

Niji no Matsubara is a forest of 
pine trees with a total length of 
approximately 4.5 kilometers. The trees 

run in a row along the Karatsu Bay like a 
rainbow arc. With the number of pine trees 

counting to about a million, it’s regarded as 
one of the three most scenic pine groves in Japan.

Once you step in, it makes you feel like you are drawn 
into the deep forest. In the movie, the scene of the main 
cast members running around trying to escape was 
shot here.

Nanatsugama is a sea cave formed by the action of 
waves in the Genkainada Sea. The largest hole has a 
width of 3 meters and a depth of 110 meters. Popular 
among visitors is the pleasure cruise, which takes 
you into the cave when the waves are calm.

This makes it an ideal location for a 
suspense thriller!

There are 13 accommodation inns and hot spring 
bath facilities here where you can avail of day trip 
baths in most facilities.

The bath is about 38 degrees centigrade with a 
slippery texture. The lukewarm water is close to 
body temperature and makes it a comfortable bath, 
allowing clients to bathe longer to warm their inner 
body. The annual Furuyu Film Festival has also given 
it the name “Cinema Town.”

Furuyu 
Hot Springs

Niji-no-
Matsubara 
Pine Forest

Sansui

Nanatsugama 
Caves
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Obuchi Mebuchi Park is 
situated in the midst of 
nature by the Class A Kase 
River. It’s located between the 
Furuyu Onsen and Kumanokawa 
Onsen hot springs. While large and 
unusual rocks emphasize the dynamic 
nature of the park, the Obuchi Mebuchi 
Valley emphasizes a mysterious 
atmosphere with its scenery, which 
changes from season to season. 

A scene was filmed at the Narusebashi, a 
vermillion-colored bridge that brings out 
the beauty of the surrounding scenery.

This bus terminal is located under the 
elevated railway at the east side of 
Saga Station. Buses that operate within 
Saga as well as highway buses that 
travel to the Fukuoka city center make 
their departure and arrival here. As it is 
directly connected to the Saga Station, it 
serves as the key transportation hub for 

the locals. 

The journey of Iris, the 
protagonist, starts her journey 
to Karatsu here.

Seasonal fish picked up fresh from the 
restaurant’s fish tank can be enjoyed 
here at the “Ikesu Kaiko” restaurant. 
Live fish caught in Saga’s Genkai and 
Ariake Seas, among other areas, are 
transported fresh on a truck and released 
into the large fish tank at the center of 
the restaurant. The “Live Squid Set Meal” 
featuring fresh live squid from Yobuko is 
very popular among locals and tourists 

alike. 

The staff and cast members 
enjoyed the delicious dishes 
during the shoot here.

This historical museum was built by 
partly restoring the Honmaru-Goten, 
the keep of Saga Castle. It was the first 
restoration of Honmaru-Gotens in Japan 
with a scale of as large as 2,500 square 
meters. 

In the movie, the main cast, “Iris,” 
an architect, learns about 
Japan’s traditional construction 
techniques for the first time. Saga Castle 

History 
Museum

Obuchi 
Mebuchi  

Park

Saga Station 
bus center

Ikesu  
Kaiko 
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Start your 
journey!
Saga is richly endowed with 
nature. Bounded by two oceans 
of different characters, gentle 
mountains that rise from the 
vast fertile plains which yield 
rich agricultural products. Saga 
offers many things to enjoy 
such as nature, culture, history, 
hot springs, festivals, leisure, 
shopping and most of all, its 
famous cusine. From sushi and 
Wagyu beef, to healthy local 
dishes using the best local 
produce. There’s something for 
everyone in Saga!
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1. The Maeda Residence 
"Kushiya"

2. Joran Juku
3. Karatsu Kunchi Festival
4. Yoshinogari  

Historical Park
5. Chikugo River Lift Bridge
6. Large Japanese Judas Tree 

of Shimoose
7. Furuyu Hot Springs
8. Sansui
9. Niji-no-Matsubara  

Pine Forest 

10. Nanatsugama Caves
11. Saga Castle  

History Museum
12. Obuchi Mebuchi Park
13. Saga Station  

Bus Center
14. Ikesu Kaiko
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MEMORIES  
OF SAGA

“I had a good 

time shooting with the 

Saga Film Commission Team 

as they were very efficient, 

helpful and cooperative. We all 

learned something!”

EASYFERRER

“Shooting in Saga was so fun! It was definitely 
one of the best, one for the 

books and I felt so happy with everybody.”
RITZ AZUL“It was a fun 

experience shooting 
during the fall season, 

and it was also refreshing to 

shoot in a different season as 

it required me to move and act 

differently as well.”

JOSEPHMARCO

“It was a fun experience because a bond 
was created between the 

cast, the crew and the whole 
Saga Film Commission team.”MILESOCAMPO


